Announcing the 2018 Oregon Urban & Community Forestry Conference

The Dollars and Sense of Urban Trees
Are you getting the biggest bang for your buck?
Thursday June 7th, 2018 a World Forestry Center at Miller Hall a Portland, OR
The conference will address the challenge community forest programs face when balancing the
limitations of capacity and budget while providing a beautiful and healthy canopy.
Topics: best management practices and innovative approaches to help maximize the benefit compared to the cost. Speakers will discuss tree selection and maintenance practices that can add up to
significant tree-care cost savings, as well as touching on the incredible impacts of
disease, pests, or wildfire.
Listen to real-life stories of how tree managers leveraged their people and policies to best care for
and support their community forests. Talk with other tree-care professionals and share your ideas
and experiences during our round-table session. Walk away with more strategies and “tools” to support your forest program and get more bang for your buck.

Featuring Keynote Speaker

Dr. Cecil Konijnendijk
Professor of Urban
Forestry at UBC Vancouver

Start with Design:
Good planning optimizes your urban forest's ROI
Sponsors:
Presented by:

Oregon Community Trees is a non-profit organization. Our mission is to promote
healthy urban and community forests in Oregon through education, awareness, and advocacy.

Agenda for the 2018 Oregon Urban & Community Forestry Conference
“The Dollars and Sense of Urban Trees: Are you getting the biggest bang for your buck?
7:30

Registration and Coffee

8:00

Welcome

8:20

Dr. Cecil Konijnendijk - Start with Design: Good planning optimizes your urban forest's ROI
How cities large and small around the world have designed or retrofitted their communities to optimize the
benefits of trees.

9:20

Kristin Ramstad - The Cost of Not Caring for your Community Forest
Ideas, habits, and research about management decisions and best management practices for getting the
biggest bang from your U&CF dollars.

10:10

Fifteen-Minute Break

10:25 Scott Altenhoff and Eric DeBord - Choosing technology to pay you back
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How the City of Eugene has chosen its tree inventory system, and how it has gotten money back
from FEMA.

11:00

Jon Pywell - Turning Liabilities into Assets
The Corvallis U&CF funding model of milling and selling removed city trees as lumber to create
funding for planting new trees; how other cities can create their own tree reuse model.

11:45

Pre-lunch Announcements

12:00 One-Hour Lunch
1:00

Small Group Activity: Choose your Discussion Group
Discussion topics will range from tree selection, tree care and maintenance, to planting strategies
and pruning regimens. Other topics can include volunteer recruitment, issues related to tree ordinances and policy, and preparing for and surviving major urban forest damage after pest/
fungus/fire.

2:00

Lightening Round: Ten-minute presentations
Jon Pywell and Justin McMinds (City of Corvallis), Mike
Oxendine (Southern Oregon University), Mason Durfee (Friends
of Trees), Jennifer Killian (City of Corvallis).

3:00

Question & Answer: All Speakers

3:15

Final Remarks and Wrap Up

3:30

Social Hour and Networking

Continuing Education Units
SAF CFEs: 5.5
OLCB CEHs: 5
ISA CEUs:


Certified Arborist: 5.5



Municipal Specialist: 5.5



BCMA - Practice: 1



BCMA - Management: 4.5

x
x
x

The Dollars and Sense of Urban Trees
Are you getting the biggest bang for your buck?
Dr. Cecil Konijnendijk - Keynote
Cecil Konijnendijk is a professor of urban forestry at UBC in Vancouver.
He also holds visiting professorships at several Chinese universities.
Cecil is passionate about trees and forests, and especially about the
values they represent to us humans, and is frequently asked to speak on
this topic. He has studied, taught and advised across the world, and has
written and edited books such as 'The Forest and the City: the cultural
landscape of urban woodland' and the 'Routledge Handbook of urban
forestry'. Cecil is a member of the Board of Directors of the International Society of Arboriculture and editor-in-chief of the journal 'Urban
Forestry & Urban Greening'.

Kristin Ramstad
Kristin Ramstad has worked for the Oregon Department of Forestry’s
Urban and Community Forestry Assistance Program for over 26 years.
In 2017, she became the statewide Urban and Community Forestry
program manager. She holds a B.S in Horticulture from Oregon State
University, and a M.S. in Forest Science from the Yale School of
Forestry and Environmental Studies. She has been an International
Society of Arboriculture Certified Arborist for over 25 years, and is
also trained as a Master Woodland Manager through OSU extension.
Her favorite native Oregon trees include Sugar Pine, Oregon White
Oak, and Pacific madrone. Her best “Bang for the Buck” tip is to get
into the habit of getting outside daily to routinely and systematically
observe and monitor the trees -- and talk to the people! -- in your urban forest .

Scott Altenhoff
Scott Altenhoff is the Urban Forestry Management Analyst for the City of
Eugene, Oregon. Prior to joining the City of Eugene in 2005, he worked for 13
years as a commercial arborist and forest surveyor throughout the Pacific
Northwest. In his current role, Scott collaborates with a world-class team of
Partners working on strategic planning, program development, public education
and stakeholder engagement Scott received a B.A. in Classics (Latin, Greek, and
Ancient Philosophy) from the University of Oregon and is currently working on a
graduate certificate in Urban Forestry through Oregon State University. Scott
was a recipient of ISA’s 2017 True Professionals of Arboriculture award and currently serves on the board for the Society of Municipal Arborists (SMA).

Eric DeBord
Eric DeBord is the Lead Arborist for the City of Eugene Urban
Forestry Department. In his role, he leads and develops work plans for the City’s
field crews, performs tree risk assessments, develops safety and training programs,
and provides community outreach. He is an ISA Certified Municipal Specialist, Board
Certified Master Arborist, and Qualified Tree Risk Assessor. He currently serves as
President of Oregon Community Trees.

Jon Pywell
Jon received his undergraduate Degree in Forestry from the University of Florida.
He moved to New York City after graduation to take a job as the street tree
planting forester for NYC Parks & Recreation in Brooklyn. Jon climbed the ranks to
become senior forester all the way to the Director of Forestry. During his time
there, the city was struck by Hurricane Sandy and Irene as well as an outbreak of
Massaria disease of London Plane. Jon later moved to Corvallis, where he created
the Corvallis Urban Lumber program, Young Tree Structural Pruning program, and
he worked with colleagues in Portland and Seattle to build and manage the Pacific
Northwest Tree Failure Database. Jon is a Board Certified Master Arborist and
Member of the American Society of Consulting Arborists.

Mike Oxendine
Mike is a certified ISA Arborist and licensed Oregon Landscape Professional. He
also serves on the City of Ashland Tree Commission. He started his career as a
wholesale nurseryman, then landscape design/installation, small business owner,
arborist, landscape superintendent, tree commissioner, and most recently
Oregon Community Trees Board Secretary. Mike created and chairs Southern
Oregon University’s Tree Advisory Council which gained national attention in
2015 when SOU received the distinguished Tree Campus USA title from the Arbor
Day Foundation. Mike is focused on making the SOU campus landscape the most
sustainable in the USA, and worked with Bee City USA to make SOU the first Bee Campus USA in history.

Mason Durfee
Mason is a Neighborhood Trees Specialist at Friends of Trees and works with
various neighborhood groups and partners to coordinate annual planting
events with hundreds of volunteers. Mason has a background in volunteer
management, urban agriculture, youth education, and has been an organizer
of community driven food projects throughout the Pacific Northwest.

Jennifer Killian
Jennifer is the Urban Forestry Outreach Specialist for the City of Corvallis. In her
home state of Wisconsin, Jennifer worked for the state Department of Agriculture and was on the team that initially found Emerald Ash Borer in 2007. Jennifer
has a M.S. from Oregon State University focused on long-term strategic urban
forestry management. After finishing her masters, Jennifer worked with Friends
of Trees in Eugene where she was the volunteer program coordinator and
learned invaluable lessons about urban forestry management and communities.

